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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1 , 26, and 45 are objected to because of the following informalities: the 
first line of each claim recites the phrase "to secure and transport of variety of object". 
The phrase should read, "to secure and transport a variety of objects". Appropriate 
correction is required. 

2. Claims 13 and 41 are objected to because of the following informalities: claim 13 
line 5 and claim 41 line 5 recite the phrase "combinations are hooks to the one or more 
rings". The phrase should read, "combinations are hooked to the one or more rings". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1 -8, 20-23 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Dismuke (US 5,195,778). 

Regarding claim 1 , Dismuke discloses a caddy 1 for use with a mobile vehicle 
including a plurality of securing devices 8, and attachment devices 9 and 14. 

Regarding claims 2-5, Dismuke discloses a substantially rectangular (see Figure 
2) caddy material being formed largely by one piece of plastic (col. 2 line 66) material 7 
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and 7\ Dismuke also discloses the caddy having additional pieces of material, more 
particularly, webbing 6. 

Regarding claim 6, Dismuke disclose the caddy as being attached to the body of 
the car, as shown in Figure 1 . 

Regarding claim 7, Dismuke discloses the claimed attachment devices 9 wherein 
a first attachment part is coupled to the caddy and a second attachment part is adapted 
to be coupled to the vehicle, such that the caddy can be removed from the vehicle. 

Regarding claim 8, Dismuke discloses attachment devices 9 being "hooks or 
other means of attachment such as VELCRO strips" (col. 2 lines 60-64), such that the 
claims are satisfied. With the hooks being hook and loop straps, the attachment device 
has a first part of the hook and loop attached to the caddy, and a second portion 
coupled to the vehicle. 

Regarding claims 20-21 and 25, Dismuke discloses one vent device 6 located so 
as to accommodate airflow into the vehicle, the vent being a breathable material, and 
the located over a center portion of the vehicle body (Figure 1). 

Regarding claims 22, and 23 Dismuke discloses the front vent is located between 
a plurality of pieces of material, the plurality of pieces being side pieces 7 and 7\ and 
the various pockets 8. Furthermore, the main plastic material portion has a rectangular 
opening cut in the side portions of the material 7 and 7', the material being cut so as to 
form an opening for webbing material 6. 

5. Claims 26, 29-30, 32 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by O'Dea (US 1,665,892). 
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Regarding claim 26, O'Dea discloses a carrier for use with a mobile vehicle have 
a first material and second material (at the back side of receptacles 12 and 12a) 
attached by self-attachment devices 1 1 adapted to be coupled or detached by stitching 
or other means well know in the art, a plurality of securing devices 12 and 12a operable 
to secure various objects to the vehicle, and attachment devices 15 for removeable 
attachment of the carrier to the vehicle. 

Regarding claims 29-30 and 32, O'Dea discloses side vent devices at 7b (lines 
80-85), and a center vent device (between 17 and 18) in order to allow airflow while the 
carrier is in use on the vehicle. 

Regarding claim 35, O'Dea discloses the claimed attachment devices 15 wherein 
a first attachment part is coupled to the caddy and a second attachment part 7a is 
adapted to be coupled to the vehicle, such that the caddy can be removed from the 
vehicle. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 9-10, and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dismuke in view of Barrett (US 4,901 ,899). 

Regarding claim 9, Dismuke discloses the invention substantially as claimed and 
as applied to claim 8 above, but does not have a first attachment part being a grommet 
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on the caddy. However, Barrett teaches the use of grommets (68, 70, 72, 74, 76, and 
78) on a carrier through which straps 80 maybe threaded. Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to provide Dismuke with first 
attachment members of grommets in order to provide a stronger attachment points for 
securing the caddy to the vehicle. 

Regarding claim 10, the modified Dismuke device discloses the claimed 
invention wherein the second attachment member has a hooks 9 that are engaged with 
the caddy grommets (Barrett 68,70,72) and corresponding straps connected to the 
hooks. 

Regarding claim 13, the modified Dismuke device discloses the claimed 
invention with grommets and hooks (as applied to claims 9 and 10 above) adapted to 
couple the caddy and vehicle, the grommets being considered as rings on the caddy. 

Regarding claim 14, the modified Dismuke device discloses the claimed 
invention, but does not disclose the first attachment member being a "D" ring. However, 
Barrett also discloses use of "D" rings (60,62,64,66) for alternative uses, in particular 
attaching clip with hook member 59. Therefore it would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art at the time of invention to provide Dismuke with "D" rings as first 
attachment means in order to create multiple attachment positions on the caddy. 
8. Claims 11,12 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Dismuke in view of Barrett as applied to paragraph #7 to claims 9 and 13, and in 
further view of Olson (US 5,290,618). 
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Regarding claims 1 1 and 15, the modified Dismuke device discloses the claimed 
invention but does not have second attachment members with stretch straps. However, 
Olson discloses a cover attached to the side of a vehicle with attachment strap 25 which 
is stretchable (col. 2 line 45), each end of the cable having hooks for attaching the cover 
to the vehicle. Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
of invention to provide the modified Dismuke device with stretchable straps in order to 
allow the caddy to be attached to the vehicle in any assortment of locations. 

Regarding claim 12, the modified Dismuke device discloses the invention but 
does not use "S" hooks. However, it is well know in the art to use "S" hooks in place of 
the stand hook used by Dismuke. Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in 
the art at the time of invention to provide the modified Dismuke device with "S" hooks in 
order to create multiple engagement surfaces. 

9. Claims 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dismuke in view of Wheeler (US 6,109,655). 

Regarding claims 16 and 17 Dismuke discloses the claimed invention as applied 
to claim 1, but does not have rigid members integral to the material. However, Wheeler 
teaches use of plastic rigid member 14 (col. 4 line 7), which is integral to the material, 
and creating a flat surface for the purpose of keeping the shape of the material it is 
attached to (col. 5 line 60). Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the 
art at the time of invention to provide Dismuke with rigid members in order to hold the 
shape of side and front panels 7 and 7'. 
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Regarding claim 18, the modified Dismuke device discloses the invention, in 
particular as having the rigid members stitched into a pocket in main material (col. 4 
lines 3-7). 

10. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dismuke 
in view of Wheeler, as applied to claim 16 in paragraph #9, and in further view of 
Cambria (US 5,125,519). The modified Dismuke device discloses the claimed invention 
as applied to claim 16, but does not have rigid members glued to the material. However, 
Cambria teaches the use of strips 18, which extend across an article storage device that 
are glued to the material (col. 3 lines 1-4). Therefore it would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art at the time of invention to provide the modified Dismuke with rigid 
members glue to the material in order to simplify the assembly and manufacturing 
process. 

1 1 . Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Dismuke 
in view of O'Dea (US 1 ,665,892). Dismuke discloses the invention substantially as 
claimed as applied to claim 23 above, but does not disclose having a side vents cut 
from holes on the caddy. However, O'Dea teaches a carrier on a vehicle with carrying 
units on both side of the vehicle body, each with side vents formed at 7b. On the 
vehicle body are side vents 7b, for permitting airflow from the engine. In order to avoid 
blocking the flow of air on the side of the carrier, small blocks are used to allow the air to 
flow. The caddy of Dismuke is adapted for use with a car having front air intake and rear 
exhaust. As such, no side vents were provided. However, and as O'Dea teaches, it is 
common to also have vehicles with side exhaust vents and to not block the airflow. 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to 
provide Dismuke with side air vents like the front webbing 6, in order to accommodate 
the airflow of a vehicle such as O'Dea discloses. 

12. Claims 27, 31 , and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over O'Dea in view of Marshall (US 340,339). 

Regarding claim 27, O'Dea discloses the invention substantially as claimed 
including a first and second piece of material connected by self attachment straps, but 
does not have the straps coupled to the carrier at one end and secured through a hole 
at the other end. However, Marshall teaches the use of a carrier with two carrying bags 
attached together by a strap L placed through a hole at K, and secured by bar M. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to 
make the straps of O'Dea attachable to the one of the first or second piece of material 
through a corresponding hole in order to provide easy attachment and detachment of 
the two carriers. Therefore, the straps are coupled to the first piece of material through 
the hole and bar. 

Regarding claims 31 and 33, the modified O'Dea device discloses the claimed 
invention wherein the holes formed for the self-attachment device also serve as side air 
vents. 

13. Claim 28 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over O'Dea in 
view of Marshall, as applied to claim 27 in paragraph #12, and in further view of Wu (US 
6,216,932). The modified O'Dea device discloses the claimed invention as applied to 
claim 27, but does not have the securing device being a hook and loop fastener on the 
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strap to attach the strap to the second piece of material via the holes on the material. 
However, Wu teaches the use of a strap 2 for securing a bag thereto by means of hook 
and loop fasteners 1 1 and 21 through a hole on the bag. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to provide the modified O'Dea 
device with hook and loop fasteners on the straps to thread through the holes of the first 
and second pieces of material as set forth above, in order to provide a quick and easy 
attachment device. 

14. Claim 34 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over O'Dea in 
view of Bartlett (US 1,839,862). O'Dea discloses the invention substantially as claimed 
but does not explicitly state use of a breathable material. However, Bartlett teaches the 
use of canvas (pg 2 lines 38-42) material for a carrier on a vehicle. Therefore it would 
have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to make the carrier of 
O'Dea from a canvas material. As canvas is a woven material, it is considered to be 
'breathable' and therefore to satisfy the claims. 

15. Claim 36 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over O'Dea in 

* 

view of Dismuke. O'Dea discloses the invention substantially as claimed, and as applied 
to claim 35, but does not have first and second attachment parts being hook and loop 
portions. However, Dismuke discloses attachment devices 9, for connecting an article to 
a vehicle, being "hooks or other means of attachment such as VELCRO strips" (col. 2 
lines 60-64), such that the claims are satisfied. With the hooks being hook and loop 
straps, the attachment device has a first part of the hook and loop attached to the 
caddy, and a second portion coupled to the vehicle. Therefore, it would have been 
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obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to have used hook and loop 
attachment devices with O'Dea in place of the "snap buckles" (line 69) in order to 
provide an easier method of attachment. 

16. Claims 37-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
O'Dea in view of Jones (US 4,491 ,258). 

Regarding claims 37-40 O'Dea discloses the invention substantially as claimed 
but does not have first attachment parts being grommets and second attachment parts 
having elastic straps with S-hooks. However, Jones teaches the use of grommets 33b 
on a carrier through which bungee straps 37 with S-hooks 37b are threaded for 
attachment to a vehicle (see Jones Figure 10). Therefore it would have been obvious to 
one skilled in the art at the time of invention to provide O'Dea with first attachment 
members of grommets, and second attachment members with elastic straps and S- 
hooks in order to provide stronger and versatile attachment points for securing the 
caddy to the vehicle. 

Regarding claims 41-43, the O'Dea discloses the claimed invention but does not 
have first attachment D-rings and second elastic attachment straps with hooks. 
However, Jones also teaches the use of D-rings 33e in combination with elastic straps 
37 and hooks 37b for attaching the carrier to a vehicle. Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to provide O'Dea with first 
attachment members of D-rings, and second attachment members with elastic straps 
and hooks in order to provide alternate attachment points for securing the caddy to the 
vehicle. 



Application/Control Number: 10/768,372 Page 11 

Art Unit: 3727 

17. Claims 44-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
O'Dea in view of Jackson (US 4,580,706). O'Dea discloses the invention substantially 
as claimed, and as applied to claims 26, and 29-30, but does not have rigid members 
integral to the material. However, Jackson discloses a similar carrier to that of O'Dea 
with rigid members 44 which reinforce the backside material and make the carrier back 
generally flat. Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
of invention to provide O'Dea with the rigid members of Jackson in order to create a 
generally flat backing, as well as additional mounting and attachment methods. 

Regarding claim 46, the modified O'Dea device discloses the claimed invention 
with side vents positioned over side portions of the vehicle (see O'Dea Figure 1) and a 
center vent formed between the first and second material 12 and 12a. 

18. Claim 48 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over O'Dea in 
view of Jackson and in further view of Bartlett (US 1 ,839,862). The modified device of 
O'Dea discloses the invention substantially as claimed but does not explicitly state use 
of a breathable material. However, Bartlett teaches the use of canvas (pg 2 lines 38-42) 
material for a carrier on a vehicle. Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled 
in the art at the time of invention to make the carrier of O'Dea from a canvas material. 
As canvas is a woven material, it is considered to be 'breathable' and therefore to 
satisfy the claims. 

19. Claims 47 and 49 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
O'Dea in view of Jackson and in further view of Marshall (US 340,339). 
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Regarding claim 49, the modified device of O'Dea discloses the invention 
substantially as claimed including a first and second piece of material connected by self 
attachment straps, but does not have the straps coupled to the carrier at one end and 
secured through a hole at the other end. However, Marshall teaches the use of a carrier 
with two carrying bags attached together by a strap L placed through a hole at K, and 
secured by bar M. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the 
time of invention to make the straps of the modified O'Dea device attachable to the one 
of the first or second materials through a corresponding hole in order to provide easy 
attachment and detachment of the two carriers. 

Regarding claim 47, the modified O'Dea device discloses the claimed invention 
wherein the holes formed for the self-attachment device also serve as side air vents. 
20. Claim 50 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over O'Dea in 
view of Jackson and in further view of Marshall and Wu. The modified O'Dea device 
discloses the claimed invention as applied to claim 49, but does not have the securing 
device being a hook and loop fastener on the strap. However, Wu teaches the use of a 
strap 2 for securing a bag by means of hook and loop fasteners 1 1 and 21 . Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to provide the 
modified O'Dea device with hook and loop fasteners on the straps in order to provide a 
quick and easy attachment device. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/768,372 
Art Unit: 3727 



Page 13 



Conclusion 



21 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Dillon (US 5,849,390) discloses a fender cover with pockets. Tall 
(US 5,458,945) discloses a front engine cover with front and side air vents. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Corey N. Skurdal whose telephone number is 571-272- 
9588. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 8am-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on 571-272-4544. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



273-8300. 
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